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he atmosphere is somber in Pleasant

I Grove cemetery Tuesday as a group

standing near a casket says farewell

to a World War 1 veteran. Seven men stand at

attention ready to fire their guns. The blasts

shatter the silence. Twenty-one shots honor

David Jarrett Fritz who fought for his country.

A trumpet blast is loud enough to burst your

heart with pride. Another veteran is gone. He
died Nov. 6, five days before Veterans Day.

World War |

Virgil Marks stares down at a photograph
of himself taken after World War I when he
was 24 years old. His wrinkled hands contrast
with the young man’s smooth skin in the pic-
ture.

But Marks, who was born in 1894 in Alto
Pass, does not think of himself as old.

“I'm only 105,” he laughs. “I'm better look-
ing now than I was then.”

Marks, a Murphysboro resident, joined the
U.S. Army at 22 and'served in the 28th infantry
during World War 1 and was in France for two
wecks before the peace treaty was signed.

‘T had no business being in Fthe war],”
Marks says. “But they missed me when they
shot at me.”

“If you ask me, you were lucky you got
back,” interjects Marge Hand, Marks’ daughter.

Marks was named Chevalier of the National
Order of the Legion of Honor, France’s highest
national award, during an August ceremony.

Marks, the oldest living veteran in Illinois,
was awarded the medal “as a sign of the high
esteem France has for his contribution to the
decisive support the United States gave to
French Soldiers in the defense of their country
during World War 1,” according to a letter from
French Ambassador Francois Bujon de
I'Estang.

Marks insists he was not afraid of death dur-
ing the war.

“My captain said, ‘You're the luckiest son of
a bitch I've ever seen,” Marks says.

His tales, although obscure, communicate
his feelings of the war. Marks explains the expe-
rience as a guard on the border between France
and Germany. His job was to prevent Germans
from entering France. When he caught
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A burial service for World War Il veteran David Jarrett Fritz took place Tuesday at Pleasant Grove Cemetery in
Murphysboro. Fritz was buried during a military service with honor guard, including a 21-gun salute and the
playing of Taps. Members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7190, 108 S. 10th St,, provided the sevice to the
family and the fallen veteran. ' ‘
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They offered their lives for our

FREEDOM

War veterans recount tales of sacrifice
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* The SIU Veterans Day
ceremony will take
place at the Old Main
flagpole at 3:30 today.

* A reception will
follow the ceremony
in Ballroom A of the
Student Center.

» If weather does not
permit, the ceremony
will take place in

- Shryock Auditorium,

For more information,
call the Army ROTC at
453-7571.
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Keep patriotism
alive by honoring
the past, giving
time and resources
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SIUC honors
veterans who lost
their lives serving
in war
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Korean War

Chester Steele has not missed a Veterans
Day celebration since he remurned to
Murphysboro from the Korean War in 1953.

“X:IEhcrc’s enough veterins around [that peo-
ple} should have a good idea of what went on if
they want to listen,” Steele says. “That's the
problem with them — they don't listen.”

Stecle, who fought in the 7th division of the
17th infanuy from 1951 to 1953, joined just
after his 21st birthday.

“You think you're the meanest thing that ever
walked the earth,” Stecle says. “[But] it's pretty
nerve-racking. We were on the line all the ime.
Pure hell, all the time. Its a tough thing to real-
ly express how you feel when your buddies are

etting killed. You still know you got to go on.
%ou may be the next one.”

Although Steele, 69, does not dwell on the
war, many soldiers remain haunted by images of
death and destructon.

“You've got to be able to move it to the back
[of your mind] and forget about it,” Steele says.
“If you dwell on it, you'e going to have prob-
lems.”

The Korcan War often is referred to as the
“forgotten war.” In 1950, the North Korean gov-
ernment launched an attack on South Korea to
gain control of the country. The United States
fought on behalf of South Korea, sacrificing
54,000 Americans in the effort. The countries
arrived at an armistice in 1953 with no peace
treaty signed. The war was a great lesson for

painful memorics,. When asked about the
youngest man in his group, Dorris says only one
ing.

“'grhc one who died in my arms,” Dorris says,
refusing to give more details. For many Vietnam
veterans such as Dorris, the memorics are too
painful to share.

The conflict, which began in 1955 and ended
in 1973, was never officially declared a war. The
United States fought alongside South Vietnam
to keep the two countries under separate gov-
ernment, killing 58,148 Americans.Dorris
served two-and-a-half tours in Vietnam — from
1966 to 1967 and from 1969 to 1970. He came
home during 1968 and was shunned by people
opposing the conflict.

‘T wished I could've turned right around and
gone back,” Dorris says. “T get sick of the way
service men are treated.”

Dorris has no regrets about fighting for his
country.

“T didn't enjoy going,” Dorris says. “T did
choose the service as my career. War is not good.
Tt’s got to be done. Are we going to sit buck and
let people destroy people? America has been
designated as the saviors of the world.”

l%:r Dorris, Veterans Day represents every-
thing America stands for.

t means my life and my freedom and the
freedom for my wife, children and grandchil-
dren,” Dorris says, '

Persian Gulf

Tim Antrim a veteran fram the Persian Chilf



